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What is a pattern book? 
The Downtown Riverhead Pattern 
Book will guide the development of 
future community character for the 
Main Street area.

Key Principles:

 • Community-driven

 • Based on resident involvement

 • Locally controlled

PATTERN BOOK
UDA

TOWN OF RIVERHEAD

ENVIRONMENTAL 
COMMITTEE

BUSINESS ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE

CONSERVATION 
ADVISORY COUNCIL

DOWNTOWN 
REVITALIZATION 

COMMITTEE

OPEN SPACE 
COMMITTEE

AND MANY MORE

AGRICULTURAL 
ADVISORY

SENIOR ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE

SUPPORTING ORGANIZATIONS
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What are the Elements of a Pattern Book?
 • Guidelines for Public Areas: streets, parks, 

squares, passages/alleys, safety, etc.

 • Guidelines for Private Development: building 
scale, massing, height, setback, materials, use, 
and possibly architectural style

 • Policy Issues: parking, flooding, land use, etc.

HERNDON DOWNTOWN
PATTERN BOOK

A Guide for Downtown Development

Adopted by the Town Council of the Town of Herndon, Virginia on January 29, 2013



SURVEY RESPONSE & BACKGROUND 
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Survey response 
 • Survey Open June 1st - June 29th, 2020
 • 409 Total Respondents
 • 87% Completion Rate
 • Average Time Spent per Respondent: 10 minutes 
 • 75% of Respondents identified themselves as Residents 
of the Town of Riverhead
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1. Which of the following best describes your 
relationship to downtown riverhead? 

Resident of Town of Riverhead 

Other

Employee of a business in Riverhead

Owner of a business in Riverhead

***Specified Responses Included:  “Frequent visitor,” “Frequent shopper and diner in Riverhead,” “Quogue resident,” “Summer resident of Quogue,” “Go 
to restaurants and stores on Rt 58,” “Resident of Flanders,” “Resident of Southold,” “Live in Hampton Bays,” “I live in Calvertin”

Answered: 406 Skipped: 3

0%

308

68

48

40

50% 100%



YOUR PREFERENCES
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2. How important is it to address the downtown 
flood risk from the peconic river?

Answered: 371 Skipped: 38

Not important Not sure

2% 3%10% 32% 52%

Very important

Over 80% of respondents rated this issue as “Important” or “Very important”
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3. How important is it to...
Answered: 373 Skipped: 36

...provide more parking?

...require parking for new 
residential units?

...know where parking is 
available?

...update parking 
enforcement efforts?

...enhance alternative 
transportation options?

NOT IMPORTANT AT ALL VERY IMPORTANTSOMEWHAT IMPORTANT
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4. How important is it to...

...focus on local retail?

...attract national retailers?

...support existing cultural 
destinations?

...add new cultural destinations?

...add more unique local food & 
beverage?

...add more hotels?

...create more office space?

...add more housing?

...enhance recreational amenities?

0% 50% 100%

Answered: 373 Skipped: 36
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5. Are there any other uses that should be 
considered for downtown riverhead?
SMALL RETAIL
 • Health and wellness 

businesses

 • Coffee shops, social spaces

 • Focus on minority-owned 
businesses

 • Retail with personality

 • Small shopsm boutiques, 
and cafes to attract tourists 

 • Restaurants with outdoor 
seating

 • Grocery store

REC & EVENTS
 • Trails, picnic areas, benches

 • Focus on Peconic River

 • Open area for outdoor 
concerts with seating

 • Upscale landscaping in 
open area

 • Walkable downtown

 • Community space for kids

 • Ice skating rink in winter

 • Open air markets

CULTURAL
 • Museums and art galleries

 • Amphitheater for events

 • Cinema 

 • Maker spaces

OTHER
 • No more non-affordable 

housing

 • No more big buildings

 • Needs to be more walkable

 • Needs better public transit

 • More bicycle lanes

 • More parking needed in 
specific locations

 • Fill vacant buildings and 
lots

Answered: 117 Skipped: 292
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6. What type(s) of housing do you think 
downtown riverhead needs, if any?

No more housing is needed

A wide range (mix) of downtown 
living opportunities and choices

More for-sale townhouses and 
condominiums (market-rate)

More market-rate rental apartments

More affordable rental apartments 
(subsidized)

Other

0% 50% 100%
Answered: 369 Skipped: 40

186

101

90

76

46

23

***Specified Responses Included:  “Town of Riverhead needs more housing, but not on Main St,” “Schools are overcrowded and lack of parking makes 
more housing undesirable,” “Unclear about definition of affordability”
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7. How important is it to calm the speed of traffic 
on e main street?

Answered: 369 Skipped: 40

Very important

Important

Not sure

Somewhat important

Not important

0%

89

135

27

72

46

50% 100%

About 60% of respondents rated this issue as 
“Important” or “Very important”
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8. How important is it to implement traffic 
calming measures to improve the safety of e main 
street’s pedestrian crossings?

Answered: 372 Skipped: 37

Very important

Important

Not sure

Somewhat important

Not important

0%

144

140

15

53

20

50% 100%

Over 75% of respondents rated this issue as 
“Important” or “Very important”
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9. How important is it to...

...improve E Main St.’s appearance?

...enhance the pedestrian 
experience?

...allow more flexibility with 
signage? (i.e. allow sandwich 
boards, blade signs, etc.)

...increase the level of lighting?

0% 50% 100%

Answered: 372 Skipped: 37
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10. How important is it to...

...improve the appearance of 
passages?

...provide wayfinding signage?

...enhance sides of buildings?

...add lighting?

0% 50% 100%

Answered: 372 Skipped: 37
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11. How important is it to locate a town square...

...adjacent to Main Street?

...adjacent to the Peconic River?

...near the Suffolk Theater?

...connecting Main Street and the 
Peconic River?

0% 50% 100%

Answered: 372 Skipped: 37
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12. What kind of experience should a town  
square offer? 

Flexible space for a mix of day-to-
day recreation and special events

Open, green space with 
landscaping, paths, and benches

Plaza for events and gatherings

Amphitheater with stage for events

Other

0% 50% 100%
Answered: 370 Skipped: 39

289

283

239

172

32

***Specified Responses Included:  “Food trucks or pavilion,” “Mix of benches and open area,” “Playground for kids,” “Pop-up market spaces,” “Fountain 
or splash pad,” “Ice skating rink in the winter,” “Carousel or ice rink to draw families,” “Seasonal retail cart kiosks,” “Bike racks and access to transit,” 
“Hydration stations,” “Covered picnic tables”
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13. What techniques are most important to 
increase the safety of public space in downtown 
riverhead?

Enhanced lighting

Security cameras

Friendly signage denoting security 
cameras (i.e. “Smile, you’re on 
camera”)

Close parks at dark

Maintenance of parks, dumpsters, 
and storefronts

0% 50% 100%

Answered: 372 Skipped: 37
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14. In terms of lot coverage and building height, 
which alternative is your favorite?

80% Lot Coverage, 60 ft. Bldg Height, 5 Stories, 4.0 FAR 80% Lot Coverage, 50 ft. Bldg Height, 4 Stories, 2.75 FAR100% Lot Coverage, 50 ft. Bldg Height, 4 Stories, 3.5 FAR 75% Lot Coverage, 40 ft. Bldg Height, 3 Stories, 2.0 FAR

Answered: 361 Skipped: 48

ALTERNATIVE A ALTERNATIVE DALTERNATIVE B ALTERNATIVE C

12% (43) 18% (68)11% (38) 59% (212)
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15. In terms of lot coverage and building height, 
which alternative is your LEAST favorite?

80% Lot Coverage, 60 ft. Bldg Height, 5 Stories, 4.0 FAR 80% Lot Coverage, 50 ft. Bldg Height, 4 Stories, 2.75 FAR100% Lot Coverage, 50 ft. Bldg Height, 4 Stories, 3.5 FAR 75% Lot Coverage, 40 ft. Bldg Height, 3 Stories, 2.0 FAR

Answered: 359 Skipped: 50

ALTERNATIVE A ALTERNATIVE DALTERNATIVE B ALTERNATIVE C

75% (272) 2% (5)12% (44) 11% (38)
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16. If a building is taller than 3 stories, would 
you prefer a setback on the top floor(s)?

Answered: 367 Skipped: 42

Yes

Not Sure

No

0% 50% 100%



ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER
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17. Do you think the architectural style of new 
buildings in downtown riverhead should be 
regulated? 

Answered: 339 Skipped: 70

Yes

Not Sure

No

0% 50% 100%
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18. Would you rather new buildings in downtown 
riverhead appear:

Answered: 352 Skipped: 57

Stylistically consistent (all/mostly 
the same architectural style as 
Downtown’s existing buildings)

Stylistically eclectic (a variety of 
architectural styles)

Other (please specify)

0% 50% 100%

***Specified Responses Included:  “Eclectic with some sort of theme,” “Consistent with original buildings from the 1800s-1900s; definitely pre-WW2,” 
“Historical where possible,” “Model Riverhead after Greenport, not Patchogue,” “Currently there isn’t a single architectural style for downtown,” “Quaint 
old village look,” “They should exude charm and fit in with what is there,” “Upscale materials, not industrial,” “Similar styles, a consistent look,” “Brighter 
coloring,” “Hampton’s stylish North Fork”
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19. What architectural style concept would 
you prefer for newly-constructed buildings in 
downtown riverhead? 

Answered: 355 Skipped: 54

0% 50% 100%

References Pre-
WWII styles

References Post-
WWII styles

Uses modern-day/
contemporary styles
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20. Of the 6 downtown riverhead buildings 
shown, which three best express the spirit of 
riverhead, in terms of architectural character?

Answered: 363 Skipped: 46

0% 50% 100%

A

B

C

D

E

F



WE’RE LISTENING
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21. Have you attended a public engagement session 
or stakeholder meeting for this project?

Answered: 354 Skipped: 55

Yes

Not Sure

No

0%

69

279

6

50% 100%



Creating a sense of place through collaboration, context, and community.




